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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EEC, PFOR, ETRD, EALR, GR 

SUBJECT: GREECE COMES ONE STEP CLOSER TO NEGOTIATIONS WITH EC 
REE: A) BRUSSELS 06453, B) ATHENS 4279 

SUMMARY: DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE EC COUNCIL OE MINISTERS 
IN LUXEMBOURG JUNE 29 HAVE MOVED GREECE A STEP CLOSER TO 
FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS ON FULL MEMBERSHIP, AND IT APPEARS 
QUITE LIKELY THAT AT LEAST CEREMONIAL OPENING OF TALKS 
WILL BEGIN IN BRUSSELS BEFORE THE END OE JULY. END SUMMARY. 
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INTERRELATED DECISIONS AFFECTING GREECE'S APPLICATION 
FOR EC MEMBERSHIP EMERGED EROM THE LUXEMBOURG COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS' MEETING. FIRST, IT WAS TENTATIVELY AGREED 
TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS ON IMPROVING THE TERMS OF 
TURKEY'S ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT ON JULY 21 IN ANKARA, PRO- 
VIDING ITALIAN OBJECTIONS TO AGRICULTURAL CONCESSIONS 
CAN BE RESOLVED IN THE COUNCIL OF PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES 
BY JULY 8. SECOND, OFFICIAL NEGOTIATIONS ON GREECE'S 
ENTRY WILL OPEN JULY 27 IN BRUSSELS, IF EC-TURKISH 
TALKS CAN BEGIN. THEREFORE, BY JULY 8 THE EC SHOULD 
REACH A DECISION ON BOTH ISSUES. THIRD, THE MINISTERS 
CAME CLOSE TO AGREEMENT ON THE DIVISION OF AID BETWEEN 
GREECE AND TURKEY (REETEL A). ACCORDING TO EC SOURCE 
HERE, GREECE WILL RECEIVE 280 MILLION UNITS OF ACCOUNT 
(MUA) AND TURKEY BETWEEN 300-310 MUA PROVIDING THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH GREECE AND TURKEY BEGIN IN JULY. 

IF THEY ARE DELAYED, HOWEVER, ERANCE RESERVED THE RIGHT 
TO REOPEN DISCUSSIONS ON THIS ISSUE. 

2. COMMENTING ON THE EC COMMUNIQUE, MINISTER OE COORDINATION 
PAPALIGOURAS EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH DEVELOPMENTS 

ON GREECE'S APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. HE SAID THAT 
GREECE IS PREPARED TO START FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 
IMMEDIATELY AND WILL BE HAPPY TO BEGIN BEEORE THE 
AUGUST HOLIDAYS, BUT IE TALKS ARE DELAYED IT WILL NOT BE 
OF GREAT IMPORTANCE. 

3. BOTH EC REPRESENTATIVE AND COORDINATION MINISTRY 
DIRECTOR GENERAL VARFIS CONSIDER IT QUITE LIKELY THAT 
TALKS WILL BEGIN IN JULY. NOW THAT TENTATIVE DECISIONS 
REGARDING THE SECOND FINANCIAL PROTOCOL AND OPENING 
OF FORMAL DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED, THEY FEEL IT 
WILL BE DIEFICULT NOT TO CARRY THEM OUT. 

KUBISCH 
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